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AUDIT COMMITTEE 

 

 
Monday, 18th November, 2019 

 
Present:  Councillor Chris Knight (in the Chair), Councillors Noordad Aziz, 

Michael Miller and Stewart Eaves 
 

Apologies Councillor Tim O'Kane, Kate Walsh and Kath Pratt 

  

 
189 Apologies for Absence, Declarations of Interest, Dispensations and Substitutions 

 

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor Tim O’Kane, Councillor Kath 
Pratt, Councillor Kate Walsh and Helen Stevenson (Grant Thornton). 
 
Councillor Stewart Eaves acted as a substitute representative for Councillor Tim 
O’Kane. 
 
There were no reported declarations of interest or dispensations. 
 
 

190 Appointment of the Chair 
 

Resolved – That Councillor Chris Knight was appointed as Chair person for 
this meeting.   
 

191 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 

The minutes of the last meeting held on the 29th July 2019 were submitted for 
approval.  
 
Resolved  - That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.  
 

192 Audit Progress Report and Key Issues July 2019 - October 2019 
 

The Head of Audit and Investigations submitted a report to inform members of the 
Audit Committee of Audit reports issued during the period July – October 2019 and 
bring to the attention of the Committee what they key issues were.  
 
It was reported there was a target of 98% of the audit plan to be completed by the 
end of the current financial year in terms of audit days completed. The position at 
the end of October 2019 was 55.84% of the plan completed and the projected out 
turn position for 2019/20 was 95.73%.  
 
A summary of the main issues arising from audits carried out between July – 
October 2019 was attached to the report as Appendix 1 detailing both substantial 
and comprehensive audit assurance in the following areas:  
 
Substantial Assurance 
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 Corporate Strategy 

 Cloud Storage & Server Room Security 

 Planning – Delegate Reports  

 Employee Safety  

Comprehensive Assurance  

 Cash Receipting 

 Selective Licensing – Private Landlords 

 

The Head of Audit Investigations gave a verbal update to the Committee regarding 
the Cloud Storage, Server Room Security and Employee Safety audits.  
 
Resolved – That the report be noted for informational purposes. 
 

193 Audit Follow Ups Report July 2019 - October 2019 
 

The Head of Audit and Investigations submitted a report to inform members of the 
Audit Committee on the outcome of routine follow-ups following previous agreed 
action plans for completed Audit Records. The follow-ups detailed within the report 
were those carried out during the period July – October 2019.  
 
The information relating to the follow-ups were detailed within Appendix 1 of the 
report.  

 Dog Warden Service  

1 action agreed and 1 action implemented. 

 

 Capital Programme  

2 actions agreed and 2 actions implemented.  

 

Resolved – That the report be noted for informational purposes.  

 
194 The Annual Audit Letter for Hyndburn Borough Council (Grant Thornton ) 

 

Councillor Noordad Aziz entered the meeting at the commencement of this item.  
 
Grant Thornton submitted a report to inform members of the Annual Audit Letter, 
which summarised the key findings arising from the work carried out at Hyndburn 
Borough Council for the year ended 31 March 2019.  
 
Andrew Smith from Grant Thornton reported that the letter was intended to 
communicate the results of their work to the Council and external stakeholders. It 
also highlighted issues that they wished to draw to the attention of the public.  
The executive summary provided the Committee with the main messages and the 
reports issues.  
 
The Committee had a discussion around the additional fees, which are currently 
being challenged across Lancashire.  
 
Resolved – That the report be noted for informational purposes. 
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195 Audit Progress Report and Sector Update (Grant Thornton) 

 

Grant Thornton submitted a report which informed members of the Audit Committee 
with an update on progress as of November 2019 in delivering Grant Thornton’s 
responsibilities as external auditors to the Council. It included a summary a 
summary of emerging national issues and developments that were relevant and a 
number of challenging questions in respect of emerging issues which the 
Committee considered.  
 
Andrew Smith of Grant Thornton went through the report with a summary of details 
for each section, which included: 

 Progress at November 2019 

 Audit deliverables 

 Sector Update  

 CIPFA – CFO confidence survey 

 MHCLG – Independent probe into local government audit 

 National Audit Office – Code of Audit Practice 

 Local Government Association – Profit with a purpose, delivering social value 

through commercial activity 

 MHCLG – Brexit preparations 

 Public Accounts Committee – Local Government Governance and 

Accountability 

 

Andrew Smith of Grant Thornton confirmed that they cant formally continue with 
Audits for 2019/20 until the fee dispute has been resolved within Lancashire.  
 
Resolved – That the report be noted for informational purposes.  
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


